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Developmental Proficiency for Arabic Language Education 

at the New Horizon Schools 2007 – 2008
Second Grade

The New Horizon Schools teach Arabic as a foreign language. This program integrates Islamic culture in a way that further encourages the student’s interest in Arabic language. Each school year is highlighted with an annual Arabic Day. Students have the opportunity to present skits based on the vocabulary and structure they have developed during the year.

The language program utilizes the series Oheb al-Arabiyah, which provides a basis for learning Arabic as a second language. The series covers the following four modalities or language skills: listening, speaking, reading and writing. 

The curriculum in the second grade focuses on the first two language skills, which are listening and speaking. Reading and writing are intensive introduced.

Texts:

Oheb al-Arabiyah


Book 2

Lesson: 13-25

Vocabulary:



177 new vocabulary words 

This is enough vocabulary to form basic expressions. This enables the student to communicate meaningfully, effectively, and creatively in Arabic for real-life purposes. Students can express themselves easily at home, school (cafeteria, classroom, and playground), in outdoors settings, at the beach and in some other situations: sharing in some activities (acting, racing, and having entertainment and adventures in the garden and the woods) and spending time in various places such as: visiting another city and exploring an island.
Methods:

The New Horizon School depends on Oheb al-Arabiyah as a text, which is designed for proficiency by balancing these components:

· Content:
 the topics of communication.

· Function:
a task; the purpose of a spoken or written communication.

· Accuracy:
correctness or appropriateness in pronunciation, writing, grammar, culture, and vocabulary choice.

Class Activities:
The Arabic language is introduced in an attractive method through the use of: stories, songs, dialogues, language games, drawing, and coloring and visual support materials. 

Many of the language activities allow learners to practice single modalities (listening, speaking, reading and writing) as well as linked modalities (e.g., listening and speaking, reading and writing). 

Students can do these activities individually, in peer groups or as a whole group. Some of these activities depend on integrating the cognitive with the physical action.

Dictionary:

At the end of each book, in this series there is a picture dictionary of all the vocabulary words in the book. This allows students to continually refer to these words. This is important to build long-term memory. Dictionary use is important for all areas of the curriculum. 

Grammar, Usage, Mechanics:

Nouns (common, proper noun / singular, plural), gender (masculine, feminine), pronouns (disconnected and connected with prepositions), prepositions, demonstrative, interrogative, negative state, positive state, imperative, simple sentence (verbal sentence {verb, subject, object}, present, future and past tense/ nominal sentence {subject and predicates}), adverbs and numbers (1-20/ 30-100/1000).

Listening Skills: 

Listening skills are developed through the use of dictation, listening for comprehension, enjoyment and information, auditory discrimination and sound symbol correspondence. 

Speaking Skills:

Speaking skills are developed by the proper use of pronunciation of short vowels, long vowels, doubled short vowels (at-tanween), and consonant and doubled consonant (at-tashdeed) and self-expression to maintain social interactive relationships.

Reading Skills:

Reading skills at this level are still guided with emphasis placed on context clues, visual discrimination and recognizing of words, phrases and sentences depending on colorful illustrations. Every three weeks teachers read aloud a short story complementary to the curriculum. Reading short stories in the classroom is recommended and reading short stories at home is encouraged.

Writing Skills:

The skills of shared writing and independent writing, filling in spaces and rewriting single words to build a sentence continue to be developed. Students learn to order sentences to build a story. Spelling tests are given every other week.

Assessment:

This curriculum presents a test at the end of each unit, which measures the progress of the learner in comprehension, listening, speaking, reading, writing and areas of critical thinking. 
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