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Standards for Qur’anic and Islamic Studies Curriculum 
At the New Horizon Schools 2007-08
Eighth Grade

The New Horizon Schools incorporate Qur’anic and Islamic Studies as an integral part of the curriculum in order to familiarize the students with the fundamentals of the Islamic tradition and to enhance their understanding of the practical dimensions of their Faith. The approach used is designed to kindle a love for the Creator, an appreciation of the Prophetic example; and to motivate students to be exemplary American Muslims who serve as global ambassadors of excellence with the principles of Islam forming the foundation for their intellectual, emotional and spiritual life.

Qur’anic Studies:

   The Qur’anic Studies program emphasizes understanding of the Qur’an as guidance for the students’ lives. The goal is to enable students to discuss Qur’anic concepts according to their grade level and to think about ways to apply such principles in their lives.  The students will:

1- Study a selection of verses based on theme and grade.

2- Memorize some of these selected verses and various suras of the thirtieth part of the Qur’an.

3- Recite the Qur’an with proper pronunciation (تلاوة)
4- Be able to read the Qur’an according to their grade level (قراءة
5- Review the memorization of the entire 30th Juz, from Sura Al-Naba to Sura Al-Nas (once a month)

6- Memorize various selected ayaat and suras, which will cover the values and ethics, as well as attributes of God.

7- Study the science of the Qur’an

8- Study the authenticity of the Qur’an and allegations against it, and how to respond

9- Study method of revelations and compilation

10-Be working on fluency of recitation of the Qur’an

11-Learn rules of Tajweed to enhance their recitation skills, such as Noon Sakin, Meem Sakin, Lam, and Noon and Meem al-Mushaddadatain, Raa’, rules of Mad, and stop signs in the Qur’an.

12-Be able to explain some meaning of the Qur’an according to their Arabic language skills and understanding.

13-Read and recite Sura Yusuf in the class
14-Recite sura Al- Kahf once a month on Friday

15-Read the Qur’an with the BIAE coordinator at the ICSC 

In Grade Eight your child will memorize and understand the assigned suras and ayat. However, the students will memorize the last ten suras of the Qur’an in both Arabic and English. For more details, please refer to the Qur’an tables in the curriculum.

Islamic Studies:

Upon graduation from the Eighth grade, your child will achieve the following specific standards:

· Memorize 10 ahadith with its English meaning which cover the following values and ethics: Responsibility, Honesty, Thankfulness, Fairness and Justice, Generosity, Respect, Kindness and Care, Appreciation of Beauty, Patience & Compassion, Courage and Determination, Citizenship.

· Will be trained to give a Jum’a speech (Khutba)

· Will write 2-3 book reports or essays about prophets, companions, or current issues like Baghdad, Islam in America, Palestine, or Iran and Afghanistan.

· Be aware of Aqeedah: Iman (Faith), Tawheed (Concept of God / Allah), God the Creator, the Angels, the Books, the Messengers, the Day of Judgment, destiny and Accountability.

· I’badah (Worship) declaration, Purpose and benefits, Tayammum, prayers times, Nafl, Jum’a, Tahajjud, Janaza, Taraaweeh, Istikharah, prayers during travel, Eid, Spirituality, Sighting of the moon and much more.

· Akhlaaq (Islamic Values and Ethics) Modesty, forgiveness, gossip and mockery, advice, avoid restricted foods, justice and fairness, etc. 

· Review seerah of the Prophet Muhammad, legal issues faced in Madina, legislative Qur’an, dealing with non-Muslims, Jews, Christians and others. Dynamics of Macca vs. Madina, changes in Macca after Islam, impact on student’s life, allegations, and distinguish emulations from imitation, spirits of his actions, decision-making, and the constitution of Madina.

· Islamic Etiquette: tame your voice, appointment, disagreement, discussion, significance of body language, give others proper space, etc.

· Prophets of Allah (Nuh, Musa, Hud, Sulaiman, and I’sa, Lot, Zakriya, compare Old and New Testament versions to the Qur’anic version)

· Companions of the Prophet, and how to select friends (Abu Bakr, Omar, Othman, Fatima az-Zahra, Bilal)

· Islamic History and Civilization: Growth and Development, Intoduce Lunar calendar, Arabic numerals, Islamic Art, and Calligraphy)

· The Hadith: compilation, verification, categories, key figures (like Bukhari, Muslim, Abu Hanifa, Shafi’i, Malik, Ahmad Bin Hanbal)
· Muslims in Contemporary World: Culture and community, Pakistan, Egypt, Turkey, and Malaysia, Muslim Organization Around the World, Muslim Women’s League, ISNA, MAYA 

· Comparative Religion: Concept of Interfaith Dialogue, concept of extremism, Atheism, Agnosticism, Holidays, Christmas, Thanksgiving, Halloween, Easter, People of the book, Relations, Commonality.
· Social relations: male and female, rules of interaction, issue of dating, issue of dancing, modesty in dress and behavior, family and marriage, duties of husband and wife, male and female psychology, parent child relationships, role of media, homosexuality, etc.
· To increase the spirituality of the 8th Graders, an Intensive Leadership program will be conducted. The goals of the program includes:

1- Association with ICSC (students will be visiting ICSC)

2- Qur’an recitation training

3- Commitment and responsibility

4- Establish American Muslim identity

5- Connecting with the community at large

We wish you and your child a productive 2007-08 academic year.  May Allah bless us all.
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